
FOSTER CARE AGREEMENT 
This Foster Parent Agreement is made and entered into on this _______ day of  
______________, 20___, by and between MISSOURI ALLIANCE FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES, L.L.C., (hereafter referred to as MACF) and 
_________________________________________________________________________.

Foster Parent(s)

It is mutually agreed by and between the parties as follows:

1. Foster Parent(s) Agreement  

1.1
Foster Parent(s) agree to provide temporary care of children, as defined in the Exhibits, 24 hours a day for a planned period of time in a licensed foster home.

1.2 Foster Parent(s) agree to provide the foster child with a wholesome living environment, adequate food, shelter, adequate clothing.

1.3 Foster Parent(s) agree to provide reasonable and customary routine transportation for children within the usual area of travel to appointments such as counseling, medical, daily activities and family support team meetings.

1.4 Foster Parent(s) agree to contact MoHealthNet’s NEMT (Non Emergency Medical Transportation) transportation services for any medical, dental, or behavioral health care services.

1.5 Foster Parent(s) agree to participate in developing, and abide by, the case plan for each child.

1.6 Foster Parent(s) agree to nurture the foster child, provide close supervision, understanding and encouragement.

1.7 Foster Parent(s) agree to maintain progress notes as requested by MACF.

1.8 Foster parent(s) agree to actively participate in all Family Support Team Meetings.

2. MACF Agreement

2.1
MACF agrees to provide the Foster Parent(s) with appropriate information about the foster child so the Foster Parent(s) can better address the needs of the child.

2.2
MACF agrees to provide Foster Parent(s) with full and accurate medical information and medical history of the child placed in their care.   

2.3 MACF agrees to pay Foster Parent(s) for the service as defined in the Exhibits.

2.4 MACF agrees to pay Foster Parent(s) at the per diem rate specified in the Exhibits for each day the child resides with the Foster Parent(s). 

2.5 MACF agrees to pay Foster Parent(s) for non-routine transportation (anything over 60 miles roundtrip) at a per mile basis at the standard rate defined by MACF. Individual trips less than 60 miles will be reimbursed only if the trip is for respite or a family/sibling visit.  MACF has the right to deny a reimbursement request that could have been provided by or reimbursed through NEMT services.
2.6 MACF agrees to provide an additional clothing allowance for each child as defined by MACF policy.
2.7 MACF agrees to provide close supervision, support services and crisis intervention, as needed 24 hours per day.
2.8 MACF agrees to pay Foster Parent(s) a maximum of seven (7) days if the child is out of the home in another placement or on runaway status if the child returns to the foster home.
2.9 MACF agrees to allow the foster parent(s) to have 48 hours per month of respite care during any one month where the foster parent has provided care for at least 2 weeks. Respite must be used each month and does not carry over to the next month.  Respite must be pre-approved by case manager.  Failure to receiver prior approval for respite services may result in the foster parent responsible for payment to the respite provider.  MACF is required to know where foster children are placed at all times including respite.
2.10 MACF agrees to allow the foster parent to accrue 1 day of vacation per month for any month during which the foster parent provided care for at least 2 weeks.  The vacation days can accrue to a maximum of 12.  The foster parent is responsible for arranging for the care of the child when they are planning vacation and must have prior approval from the case manager.
3. MACF and Foster Parent(s) agree:
3.1 Any plans made by the Foster Parent(s) for the temporary care of children, provided by someone other than the Foster Parent(s) will be reviewed and approved by MACF.

3.2 Both MACF and Foster Parent(s) agree to:

Comply with the Civil Rights Act of 1964; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973;
Age Discrimination Act of 1975;Omnibus Act of 1981; Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and all applicable Federal and State laws which prohibit discrimination in the delivery of services on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, handicap/disability or religious belief.

4. Standards 

4.1 Foster Parent(s) must have a current foster care license in good standing issued by the designated licensing authority of the state of residence. 
4.2 Foster Parent(s) shall notify MACF immediately of any changes in the status of licenses, certifications or qualifications, including but not limited to, any revocation, suspensions, denial, limitations or other restrictions.  Foster Parent(s) will notify MACF of any additional individuals residing in the home.  Failure to notify MACF of any changes in licensure or certification may result in Foster Parent(s) forfeiting payment or contract.

4.3 Foster Parent(s) shall immediately report to MACF all serious incidents involving clients.  Such report must be made by telephone immediately.  These incidents shall include but are not limited to: elopement, committing serious law violations, serious injury, death, homicide, suicide, abuse/neglect, harm or threat of harm to self or others, rape or sexual assault.

4.4 Foster Parent(s) agrees to comply with all provisions of Missouri statutes related to the                       reporting of suspected child abuse and neglect cases and to report to MACF immediately if the foster parent or any household member becomes the subject of a Child Abuse or Neglect Investigation. 

4.5 Foster Parent(s) agrees to comply with MACF Confidentiality Policy.

5. Claims and Payment

5.1 MACF will not guarantee payment for Respite/Pre-Placement services without written authorization.

5.2 Respite/Pre-Placement providers shall submit requests for payment using the Provider Authorization Invoicing Document (TAD) as defined by MACF.

5.3 Completed TAD’s should be submitted to MACF by the 4th working day of the following month after services have been delivered.

5.4 Billing invoices not received by Respite/Pre-Placement providers within 60 days of services being delivered may result in the forfeiture of payment for authorized services.

5.5 Foster Parent(s) will receive monthly maintenance payments based on care manager authorization.  No TAD is required for monthly maintenance payments.
5.6 Foster Parent(s) shall notify MACF immediately of any discrepancies with maintenance payments.  In the event an overpayment has been made, Foster Parent(s) are responsible for reimbursement to MACF for the exact amount of the overpayment.

5.7 Parent(s) shall not seek any additional reimbursement from any child or child’s family for services provided pursuant to this agreement.

6. Termination

6.1 MACF or Foster Parent(s) may terminate this agreement at any time upon written notice of termination, which shall be sent by certified mail.

6.2 Foster Parents agree to provide MACF with a two week written notice for the removal of children in non-emergency situations.

7. Indemnification
7.1 Foster Parent(s) agree to hold MACF harmless for any negligence attributable to foster parent’s acts or omission.

7.2 MACF agrees to hold the foster parents harmless for any negligence attributable to MACF’s acts or omission.

8. General

8.1 This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding of both MACF and Foster Parent(s).

8.2 Any amendment to this Agreement shall be in writing and signed by both MACF and Foster Parent(s).

8.3 This agreement shall remain in force until terminated by either party.
FOSTER CARE AGREEMENT, EXHIBIT A

      FORMCHECKBOX 
  TRADITIONAL FOSTER CARE:  $15.50/day
A family living situation to provide care for children who are transitioning to their biological

home, adoption, or independence.  Room and Board, essential clothing and routine

transportation are included. REQUIRED CREDENTIALS:  State Licensure as a family foster home by the Children’s Division or the licensing authority of the state of residence.

      FORMCHECKBOX 
  BEHAVIORAL FOSTER CARE:  $31/day
A family living situation of intensive individual treatment for youth in a family living environment.  Behavioral foster parents are trained at the level of the Children’s Division Behavioral Foster Parents Homes.  Foster parents interventions target the behaviors of the child.  The foster parent works closely with the biological parents to achieve reunification.  Room and Board, essential clothing and routine transportation are included.  Participation by foster parents and transportation to and from Family Support Team meeting is required.

REQUIRED CREDENTIALS:  State licensure as a foster home by the Children’s Division and verification of receipt of Behavioral Training.

      FORMCHECKBOX 
  MEDICAL FOSTER CARE:  $31/day
A family living situation of intensive individual treatment for youth in a family living environment.  Medical foster homes provide care to children with acute medical problems or severe physical/mental disabilities.  The foster parent(s) agree to work closely with, and accept special training from, the health care professionals attending the child and to provide transportation to and from medical treatment facilities.  The foster parent works closely with the biological parents to achieve reunification.  Room and Board, essential clothing and routine transportation are included.  Participation by foster parents and transportation to and from Family Support Team meeting is required.  REQUIRED CREDENTIALS:  State licensure as a family foster home by Children’s Division, Department of Mental Health, or the licensing authority of the state of residence.
      FORMCHECKBOX 
  SPECIALIZED FAMILY FOSTER CARE:  $55/day
A living situation consisting of highly intensive individual treatment for youth in a family

living environment.  Specialized Foster Parent(s) are trained at the level of  Department of Mental Health Homes, or Children’s Division Career Foster Parent Homes. Foster parent interventions are therapeutic and provide for the child’s basic care.  Foster parents work closely with biological parents to achieve reunification and provide parent mentoring when needed.  Room and Board, essential clothing and routine transportation 

are included.  Participation by foster parents in and transportation to and from Family 

Support Team meetings is required.  REQUIRED CREDENTIALS:  State licensure as a family foster home by Children’s Division, Department of Mental Health, or the licensing authority of the state of residence and verification of receipt of Career Home or Family Treatment Home training or its equivalent.

For Specialized Foster Care, it is mutually agreed by and between the parties as follows:

1. Specialized Foster Parent(s) Agreement

1.1.1 Specialized Foster Parent(s) agree to participate in a minimum of 30 hours of specialized training to become a Specialized Foster Parent prior to the placement and a minimum of 24 hours of training annually thereafter.

2. MACF Agreement

2.1.1 MACF agrees to reimburse Specialized Foster Parent(s) for the maintenance of children placed in their home at the rate of $55.00 per day per child.  Additional expenses may be paid in accordance with MACF authorizations.

2.1.2 MACF agrees to place no more than two (2) children in the Specialized Foster Home.

2.1.3 MACF agrees to provide the Specialized Foster Parent(s) 48 hours of respite per month (does not transfer to next month) and accrue 1 day of vacation per month while the child is in the home.

      FORMCHECKBOX 
  RESPITE CARE: Specialized: $40/day / Behavioral & Traditional: $20/day
Temporary care provided by trained, qualified personnel on a time-limited basis with the  purpose of meeting family needs, providing stabilization for children and provide respite for specialized foster homes.  Service is delivered in a caregiver’s home.  REQUIRED CREDENTIALS:  State licensed Career Respite provider ($40/day).  State licensed Behavioral or Traditional license ($20/day)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  EMERGENCY TRADITIONAL FOSTER CARE:   $22/day

Emergency foster care is utilized for short-term placements of 60 days or less.  This placement may be used when a child initially comes into custody, in a crisis situation or a disruption in another out-of-home placement.  REQUIRED CREDENTIALS: State licensure as a family foster home by Children’s Division, Department of Mental Health, or the licensing authority of the state of residence.  Emergency Traditional Foster homes must also sign a contract with Children’s Division to provide Emergency services.

Missouri Alliance for Children and Families:


 Foster Parents:

________________________________



______________________________

Signature, President & CEO                Date
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Date









______________________________
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Date
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